
This guide is information about day trips, tours, wineries, spas and classes in addition to the “The Top 10 
Attractions in Santa Fe” guide. There are hundreds of great things to do in the Santa Fe area. Hopefully this 
guide will inspire you to come visit again, and stay longer!

Day Trips

Destination Distance 
from 

Santa Fe

Type of Activity Overview page

Acoma Pueblo 123 mi. / 2 
hours

Historic and Cultural 
Site

Living Pueblo with daily tours 3

Old Town 
Albuquerque

64.5 mi. /
1 hour

Historic Plaza Beautiful Plaza, shops, restaurants 5

Bandelier National 
Monument

45 mi. / 
1 hour

National Park Petroglyphs, cliff dwellings, hiking, 
waterfalls and guided tours

7

The Village of 
Chimayo

28 mi. / 
35 min

Historic Site Historic Plaza with Sanctuary, shops, 
red chile stands. Rancho de Chimayo 
Hacienda and Restaurant nearby

8

Ghost Ranch and 
Abiquiu

61 mi. /
1 hour

Amazing landscape, 
tours

Ghost Ranch is where Georgia O’Keeffe 
painted; Abiquiu was her winter home

9

High Road to Taos/ 
Taos

starts 28 
mi./ 35 

min. from 
Santa Fe

Scenic Drive / 
Historic Sites

The 56-mile High Road to Taos is a 
scenic, winding road through the 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains between 
Santa Fe and Taos. It is recognized by 
the state of New Mexico as an official 
Scenic Byway.

10

Jemez Springs 86 mi./ 1 
hour 30 

min.

Outdoor Recreation / 
Scenic Drive 

“From the mesas and ruins of Chaco to 
the ancient volcano of the Valles 
Calderas and beyond to Bandelier are 
several hundred miles of hiking, biking 
and cross-country trails, camping and 
fishing places. Sightseeing opportunities 
abound along the Jemez Mountain Trail 
scenic byway.”

12

Los Alamos 35.7 mi. /
44 min.

Historic Site Home of “The Manhattan Project,” 
Science and Defense and museums, 
White Rock Overlook

13

The Northern 
Pueblos

between 9 
and 73 
miles

Cultural Sites Pueblos are modern and old 
communities of Native Americans in the 
Southwestern United States.

15

Tent Rocks (Kasha-
Katuwe)

41 mi./ 57 
min.

National Monument Cone-shaped tent rock formations from 
volcanic eruptions 6 to 7 million years 
ago

17
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Destination Distance 
from 

Santa Fe

Type of Activity Overview page

North Central New 
Mexico Wineries

between 
17 mi./22 

min. to 
31 mi. / 
38 min.

Wine Tasting New Mexico has been growing wine 
grapes for 400 years. Visit some of 
the family owned wineries in North 
Central New Mexico.

18

Ojo Caliente 
Mineral Springs 
Resort & Spa

50 mi./ 1 
hour

Resort and Spa This is one of the oldest natural 
health resorts in the country, with a 
focus on health and wellness. It 
features outdoor hot springs, 
massages, spa packages.

20

Ten Thousand 
Waves Spa

5 mi./ 10 
minutes 
from The 

Plaza

Spa, Hot Springs, 
Resort, Restaurant

Ten Thousand Waves is inspired by 
the great Japanese mountain hot 
spring resorts. Among piñons and 
junipers are beautiful outdoor hot 
tubs and spa suites, world-class 
bodywork & skin care. 

21

Tours and ClassesTours and ClassesTours and ClassesTours and ClassesTours and Classes

Food Tour New 
Mexico

In Santa 
Fe and 
ABQ

Food, Beer and 
Cocktail Tours

“Food Tour New Mexico provides 
walking food tours and classes in 
the heart of historic downtown Santa 
Fe and Albuquerque that will provide 
a peek into New Mexico culture and 
hidden delectable gems! “

22

Santa Fe School of 
Cooking 

In Santa 
Fe

Cooking Classes 
and 

Demonstrations

“Classes, taught by some of the 
best chefs in Santa Fe, are not only 
entertaining and educational, but 
delicious, too.”

23

Santa Fe School of 
Cooking 
Restaurant 
Walking Tours

Santa Fe Walking 
Restaurant Tour 

Various guided tours of four of Santa 
Fe's most prestigious dining 
destinations.

24

SW Adventure Varies Tours throughout 
the Four Corners 

States

“Santa Fe’s finest regional tour 
company, offering day tours from 
Santa Fe to Taos, Abiquiu, 
Bandelier, Chaco Canyon and 
more!”

25

! Wineries and Spas!



Acoma Pueblo - Acoma Pueblo is built atop a sheer-walled, 367-foot sandstone bluff in a valley 
studded with sacred, towering monoliths. Since 1150 A.D., It has earned the reputation as the oldest 
continuously inhabited community in North America.  It offers a window in time where Native people 
carry on the customary traditions of their ancestors through Native American pottery making and tribal 
celebrations.  Educational tours and cultural exhibits are designed to generate a broader and deeper 
understanding of the Acoma People.” 

Directions from Santa Fe:  Travel South on I-25 to Albuquerque.  Then travel West on I-40 for 
approximately 55 minutes.  Exit at Exit 102; continue to the roundabout and cross over I-40 following 
the signs to Acomita/Rest Area. Total drive time is approximately 2 hours.

Tours - First tour begins at 09:30am and tours run every hour on the half hour, the final full tour is at 
3:30pm. A condensed tour is available at 4pm, 30 minute tour of the mission church only. 
Adult: $23.00
Senior, Active Duty U.S. Military (ID Req'd): $20.00
Condensed tour (Mission Only) – Adult: $15.00
Camera permit only (no tour): $13.00 + tax

Visitor Etiquette: Pueblo of Acoma tours are privileges granted by the Acoma Tribal Council. 
Therefore, your cooperation is requested in adhering to all laws, rules and regulations of the Pueblo. 
You must register for a guided tour in order to visit the Pueblo. Please stay with your tour guide at all 
times and do not wander off the designated tour route. 

Photography Guidelines: Permits for cameras must be purchased at the Sky City Cultural Center 
prior to photographing on the Acoma lands. No photography is allowed inside the Church, within the 
cemetery courtyard, and during feast days. Permission must be obtained prior to photographing tribal 
members or their artwork.

Scott’s notes: This is highly recommended! It is steeped in Native American history, culture and 
beauty. A visit to this Pueblo 20 years ago inspired me to become a NAF player!

Website: http://www.acomaskycity.org/
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Old Town Albuquerque - “Centered around the plaza, Albuquerque's Old Town encompasses about 
ten blocks of historic adobe buildings. On the north side of the plaza is the San Felipe de Neri 
Church, the oldest building in the city, which was built in 1793. Surrounding the church, the city's 
settlers had built their homes, shops and government offices, many of which have since been 
converted into the restaurants, art galleries and shops that comprise Old Town today.
Old Town today looks  much like it did when it was built centuries ago. Its  Pueblo-Spanish style 
architecture with flat-roofed buildings and soft contours of adobe mirror the Southwestern landscape. 
Long portals  (porches) line the fronts of most buildings offering shade from the New Mexican sun. 
Bancos (benches) are often found built into the back walls of the portals, providing the perfect place 
for weary walkers to sit and watch the world go by.”

Directions from Santa Fe - Take I-25 South. Follow I-25 S for approximately 57 miles. Take exit 
226B to merge onto I-40 W toward Gallup. Take exit 157A for Rio Grande Blvd and turn left onto Rio 
Grande Blvd NW. Continue on Rio Grande Blvd NW to Mountain Rd. NW. Take a left on Mountain Rd. 
NW. Old Town Albuquerque Plaza will be on the right.

Website: http://albuquerqueoldtown.com

Basic Information: There are many things to do in the area besides shop! The old historic San 
Felipe de Neri Church is  usually open to visitors.There are five museums located within walking 
distance to the Old Town area: The Albuquerque Museum of Art & History, The New Mexico Museum 
of Natural History & Science, The Turquoise Museum, The Rattlesnake Museum as well as Explora  
Science Center. There are several guided historical tours that you can take at any time of day, or for 
brave souls, a nightly ghost tour.There is  also a trolley that gives tours of the surrounding areas.  
There is  often live entertainment on the Plaza on Wednesday through Sunday throughout the Spring, 
Summer and Fall brought to you by the Cultural Services Department of the City of Albuquerque. 

The visitor’s  information center is  located in Plaza Don Louis  at 303 Romero Street NW – 
Albuquerque, NM 87104.  Open 7 days a week from 10am to 6pm. There are also free maps at The 
Visitor’s Information Center. 

Hours: Old Town is made up of individually owned and operated businesses.  Each merchant 
determines their own days and hours of operation.  As a general rule, most businesses are open:
Monday through Saturday from 10:00am to 8:00pm, Sundays from 11:00am to 7:00pm, Most 
Restaurants seat until 9:00pm.

Parking: There is  limited free, two hour, parking on all the streets  in the Old Town area.  There are 
also numerous city owned and privately owned paid parking lots.  Prices range from $ 1.00 to $6.00, 
depending on the length of time you park.  (There are no change machines available, so be sure to 
bring some small bills or quarters.)
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Old Town Albuquerque Plaza San Felipe de Neri Church

Shops and Restaurants in Old Town Galleries and Shops in Old Town

“Alley” in Old Town Native Americans selling jewelry in Old Town
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Bandelier National Monument - Bandelier National Monument protects over 33,000 acres of rugged 
but beautiful canyon and mesa country as well as evidence of a human presence here going back 
over 11,000 years.  Petroglyphs, dwellings carved into the soft rock cliffs, and standing masonry walls 
pay tribute to the early days of a culture that still survives in the surrounding communities. Part of the 
National Park Service, Bandelier's 33,000 acres encompasses numerous scenic views with its sloped 
mesas and steep-walled canyons, from over 10,000 feet at Cerro Grande to just over 5,000 feet at 
the Rio Grande. There are numerous archeological sites along the Main Loop Trail (1.2 mi rt) and on 
the additional mile round-trip trail to Alcove House.

Directions from Santa Fe - (HWY 84/285) north toward Los Alamos. After passing Pojoaque, merge 
right onto New Mexico 502 to Los Alamos. Continue up 502 toward Los Alamos. Bear right and exit 
onto New Mexico 4 towards White Rock. Continue for 12 miles, passing White Rock. Bandelier's 
entrance is on your left.

Tours - Most hikes are self-guided, and the most popular is the Main Loop Trail which is a short 1.2 
mile loop trail starting from the Visitor Center and leads through excavated archeological sites on the 
floor of Frijoles Canyon. Other trails in this area include the 3 mile round-trip Falls Trail to the beautiful 
Upper Falls and various trails of different lengths and difficulty leading up to the mesa tops. There are 
guided Ranger Tours available seasonally. Ask at The Visitor’s Center about these tours. Entrance fee 
to park is $12 per car.

Scott’s notes: Taking the Main Loop Trail which goes past the Big Kiva, Tyuonyi, Talus House, and 
Long House is well worth the visit. The trip to Bandelier can be accomplished in a half day, and we 
can recommend stops along the way such as the museum at Los Alamos, Whiterock Lookout Park, 
and Camel Rock.

Website: http://www.nps.gov/band/index.htm

      

            Tyuonyi Pueblo     Cliff Dwellings         Rock Art

! Day Trips ! 7

http://www.nps.gov/band/planyourvisit/falls-trail.htm
http://www.nps.gov/band/planyourvisit/falls-trail.htm
http://www.nps.gov/band/planyourvisit/big-kiva.htm
http://www.nps.gov/band/planyourvisit/big-kiva.htm
http://www.nps.gov/band/planyourvisit/tyuonyi.htm
http://www.nps.gov/band/planyourvisit/tyuonyi.htm
http://www.nps.gov/band/planyourvisit/talus-house.htm
http://www.nps.gov/band/planyourvisit/talus-house.htm
http://www.nps.gov/band/planyourvisit/long-house.htm
http://www.nps.gov/band/planyourvisit/long-house.htm
http://www.nps.gov/band/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/band/index.htm


Chimayo - A short drive from Santa Fe, The Village of Chimayo is known internationally for its 
Catholic chapel, commonly known as El Santuario de Chimayó. The chapel is now managed by the 
Archdiocese as a Catholic church and has a reputation as a healing site (believers claim that dirt from 
a back room of the church can heal physical and spiritual ills.) It has become known as the "Lourdes 
of America," and attracts close to 300,000 visitors a year, including up to 30,000 during Holy Week. It 
has been called "no doubt the most important Catholic pilgrimage center in the United States." The 
sanctuary was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1970.  There are quaint shops and cafes 
in the plaza, along with places to buy famous Chimayo chile.  A short drive away, Rancho de Chimayo 
Hacienda and Restaurant is a great place to have drinks, appetizers, lunch or dinner, featuring a 
lovely patio and excellent New Mexican fare. 

Directions from Santa Fe - Take US 84 W (St. Francis Dr.) 16.6 miles to NM 503 for approx. 10 
miles. Continue on NM 503 / Nambe Rd. for 7.6 miles. Follow signs for El Santuario de Chimayo.

Websites: http://www.elsantuariodechimayo.us and http://www.ranchodechimayo.com

Scott’s notes: This is a lovely plaza and Chapel, and a great half day trip. The Chimayo red chile is 
known for its smoky intense flavor, and the green chile is not as hot at Hatch!  Rancho de Chimayo is 
a short drive from the Chapel and has a great patio, charming dining room and delicious food and 
drinks!  

El Santurio de Chimayo Inside the Chapel

 Trading Post in the Plaza Rancho de Chimayo Hacienda 
and Restaurant
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Ghost Ranch - “Ghost Ranch is a unique combination of natural beauty, paleontology, geology, 
archaeology, history and art. It is not just the values of each of these separate aspects of Ghost 
Ranch, but rather the synergy of its beauty, its scientific value, its cultural and historical traditions and 
its spirituality that make it like no other place in the world.” “ The light, the air and the land are what 
bring visitors back time and again to Northern New Mexico and 21,000 acres of Ghost Ranch. Artists 
and adventurers, poets and philosophers, writers, hikers, visionaries and pilgrims of faith of all ages 
have come to this place seeking what they can find nowhere else. Since 1955 Ghost Ranch has been 
an Education and Retreat Center of the Presbyterian Church and is open to all.” 

Directions from Santa Fe: Take US-84/285 north for  60 miles. Turn right on 1708. Proceed for 1.4 
miles.

Website: http://ghostranch.org

Basic Information: There are various tours given at Ghost Ranch throughout the year ranging in 
price from $29 to $85. Visit http://ghostranch.org/tours-activities/ to find out more about tours and to 
make reservations.  The landscape is breathtaking and Ghost Ranch is well worth a visit.

Abiquiu - The Village of Abiquiu is where Georgia O’Keeffe owned a home and studio, and lived 
during the winters of 1949 to 1984. It is now owned by the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum, and various 
tours are available. 

Directions from Santa Fe: Take US 84/285 W/N approximately 46 miles. To visit the Georgia 
O’Keeffe home and studio, guests meet at the Georgia O'Keeffe Home and Studio Tour Office next to 
the Abiquiu Inn and are taken by shuttle to the Abiquiu house.

Website: http://www.okeeffemuseum.org/abiquiu-tour.html

! !                 
! !      Ghost Ranch Landscape                          Ghost Ranch redrock cliffs

! !                
!          Georgia O’Keeffe studio in Abiquiu!           Georgia O’Keeffe home in Abiquiu

! Day Trips ! 9

http://ghostranch.org
http://ghostranch.org
http://ghostranch.org/tours-activities/
http://ghostranch.org/tours-activities/
http://www.okeeffemuseum.org/abiquiu-tour.html
http://www.okeeffemuseum.org/abiquiu-tour.html


The High Road To Taos Scenic Byway:

“The High Road to Taos Scenic Byway takes the traveler through an authentic remnant of Old Spain, 
still evident in the religion, architecture, topography, history, and people along the route.”“Through its 
art, landscapes, and history, the High Road to Taos tells the story of its past and present.” 

Highlights of the High Road to Taos include:

• “Chimayo, a community known for its fine Spanish weaving and crafts, good food, and famous 
church.” 

• “The Jemez Mountains. A slight detour takes you through Cordova, its dwellings sprawled along a 
narrow road which winds through a valley. The village is noted for its traditional wood carvers.”

• “Las Truchas with Truchas Peaks rising 5,600 feet above the village. This frontier outpost was built 
in a square with an entrance just wide enough for one cart to pass through, for defensive purposes.”

• “The village of Las Trampas, with one of the finest surviving eighteenth-century churches in New 
Mexico, San Jose de Gracia, built in 1760 (open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday). All of the church's 
original paintings have survived.”

• “Picuris Pueblo. Its church, the third built at this pueblo, dates from the 1770s. It is unadorned 
adobe, except for small plants growing on top of the buttresses and a pueblo ladder leaning against 
a wall.” 

• “Carson National Forest's Pot Creek Cultural Site (milepost 66.4). The gate to the parking lot is 
locked to prevent pot hunting; however, you can park on the road and walk up. A one-mile loop trail 
leads to a kiva and a reproduction of a pueblo room. Signs along the trail interpret the lifestyle of the 
prehistoric inhabitants of the area.”

• “Talpa and Ranchos de Taos. An old Spanish cemetery (campo santo, or holy field) brightens the 
view with flowers of every hue and crosses of every description among the traditional low marble 
gravestones.”

• “The Saint Francis Plaza in Ranchos de Taos with The San Francisco de Asis Church. The church  
was made famous by the many artists and photographers who have tried to capture the essence of 
its massive adobe walls, glistening with straw. The interior is austere in its simplicity. Whitewashed 
walls contrast with dark-stained vigas and the Christmas colors of the reredos behind the altar. 
Instead of stained glass, two plain glass windows illuminate it from either side.”

• The church shares the plaza with private homes and Andy's La Fiesta saloon. Recently renovated 
shops and galleries alternate with collapsing adobe structures. A purple coyote fence coexists with 
more traditional turquoise window frames.
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Directions from Santa Fe: Take U.S.285/84 north from Santa Fe and turn east on N.M.503, continue 
approximately 8 miles to NM 98 (Juan Medina Rd. or NM 520 on the map below) and follow north to 
Chimayo.

Website: http://www.newmexico.org/high-road-to-taos-trail/
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Jemez Springs - “The Village of Jemez Springs invites you to visit and enjoy area’s natural mineral 
hot springs and beautiful scenery.  Take a soak and get a massage at one of the local spas.  Shop at 
local artist galleries, have a nice meal at any of several dining spots, and stay the night.  Local music 
events and art happenings are frequent and small-town hospitality is abundant. If you like to spend 
time outdoors, the area’s unique geologic history offers a rich variety of opportunities -- miles of 
scenic views, hiking trails, campgrounds, and fishing spots all along the Jemez River.  The Valles 
Caldera offers many educational and recreational opportunities to visitors. 

Featured Attractions: 

• Valles Caldera National Preserve. http://www.vallescaldera.gov

• Giggling Springs Hot Springs: http://www.gigglingsprings.com

• Jemez Trail National Scenic Byway: http://www.jemezmountaintrail.org/
Jemez_State_Monument.html

• Soda Dam

• Fenton Lake State Park: http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/SPD/fentonlakestatepark.html

• Battleship Rock: http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/santafe/recarea/?recid=75756

• Jemez National Recreation Area: http://www.jemezmountaintrail.org/Jemez_State_Monument.html

Directions from Santa Fe: Take Hwy 285 for 15 miles, then take Hwy 502 West for 12 miles. Follow 
Hwy 4 West for 45 miles.

Website: http://www.jemezsprings.org

  

  Jemez Trail National   Soda Dam           Battleship Rock
      Scenic Byway
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Los Alamos -“Perched atop steep-walled mesas of the Pajarito Plateau at the foot of the Jemez 
Mountains, Los Alamos offers some of the most awe-inspiring vistas anywhere. Located on the 
Jemez Mountain Trail National Scenic Byway, Los Alamos is at the heart of New Mexico recreation, 
with added cultural & historical significance.” 

Highlights of visiting Los Alamos include:
• White Rock Overlook, “a staggering 270 degree open space view of the beautiful Rio Grande River 

as it runs along Jemez Mountains.” 
• Los Alamos Historical Museum that has “award-winning exhibits on regional geology, anthropology, 

the Los Alamos Ranch School founded by Ashley Pond, and the Manhattan Project.” 
• A Historic Walking Tour “which takes you from ancestral pueblo dwellings to a homesteader’s cabin, 

to the very spot where the first atomic bomb components were assembled.” 
• The Bradbury Science Museum which provides “a window into the history of the institution, its 

national security mission, and the broad range of exciting science and technology research to 
improve our nation’s future.” 

• The Jemez Mountain Trail National Scenic Byway which “has an abundance of scenic, natural, 
cultural and historic assets.”

Directions from Santa Fe: Take US-84 W 15 miles. Exit NM-502 W/ Los Alamos and continue on 
NM-502 16.4 miles.

Website: http://www.visitlosalamos.org

          
  White Rock Overlook   Los Alamos Historical Museum

             
             Bradbury Science Museum               The Manhattan Project Technical Area
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Los Alamos Historical Walking Tour Map

	
 	
 	
 	

! ! ! ! !      Jemez Mountain Trail National Scenic Byway
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Northern New Mexico Pueblos: The Pueblo people are located primarily in New Mexico, however, 
at one time the Pueblo's homeland reached into the states of Colorado and Arizona. Pueblo people 
rooted in this region of the southwest are descendants of an indigenous Native American culture that 
has established itself over many centuries.“Feast Days” at each of the Pueblos are named after the 
Pueblos’ patron saint.  The Pueblos open up their respective Feast Days to the public where visitors 
can view the reverent dances and songs offered on those days.  Feast Days bring tribal members 
together to renew their culture, language and native religion.  On those days, families prepare food for 
the many invited visitors coming through their homes, and participate in the activities taking place on 
their Feast Day. Pueblo Feast Day Dates do not change and are held on the same date each year. To 
learn about Feast Days, visit http://indianpueblo.org/19pueblos/feastdays.html

Before visiting a  pueblo, please review the proper etiquette: http://indianpueblo.org/19pueblos/
etiquette.html

Tesuque Pueblo: located nine miles north of Santa Fe, Tesuque Pueblo has seventeen thousand 
acres of piñon-covered hills and extraordinary red-rock formations, including the famous “Camel 
Rock.” http://www.indianpueblo.org/19pueblos/tesuque.html

Pojoaque Pueblo: fifteen miles north of Santa Fe, Pojoaque Pueblo is the most visibly developed 
Pueblo in Northern New Mexico, with a shopping center, bank, tribal buildings, Cities ofGold Casino 
and Hotel, and the Towa Golf Course. http://www.indianpueblo.org/19pueblos/pojoaque.html

Nambe Pueblo: eighteen miles north of Santa Fe, Nambe Pueblo is set in the panoramic foothills of 
the Sangre de Christo Mountains. An important part of the Pueblo is Nambe Falls Recreation Area, 
which offers hiking, a waterfall, swimming, boating, and fishing. http://www.indianpueblo.org/
19pueblos/nambe.html

San Ildefonso Pueblo: twenty-two miles north of Santa Fe, San Ildefonso Pueblo lies between 
Nambe and Los Alamos. The identifying landmark of the area is Black Mesa, which can be seen for 
miles around. http://www.indianpueblo.org/19pueblos/sanildefonso.html

Santa Clara Pueblo: twenty-six miles north of Santa Fe, the Santa Clara Pueblo is in close proximity 
of Espanola. The Pueblo’s 50,000 acre reservation is one of the largest of the Eight Northern New 
Mexico Pueblos. They own and operate Big Rock Casino in Espanola, and Black Mesa Golf Course.

San Juan Pueblo: two miles north of Espanola, The San Juan Pueblo is the largest of the Tewa 
pueblos. Central plazas are bordered by a Catholic church, kivas and a chapel. Many of the original 
700 homes are still standing adjacent to the Rio Grande River in the Espanola Valley.

Picuris Pueblo: 15 miles from Embudo on State Road 73, Picuris Pueblo is the smallest and most 
remote of the Northern New Mexico Pueblos. It is nestled in the wooded valley of the Sangre de 
Christo Mountains, and has a restored adobe church as the centerpiece of the Pueblo.

Taos Pueblo: located just north of the town of Taos, and 73 miles north of Santa Fe, it sits at the 
base of the Taos Mountains. Probably the most visited pueblo in New Mexico, Taos Pueblo offers the 
most authentic look at the lifestyle of the ancient pueblo people.
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Map of the New Mexico Pueblos         

! ! !
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Tent Rocks / Kasha Katuwe National Monument: “The Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National 
Monument is a remarkable outdoor laboratory, offering an opportunity to observe, study, and 
experience the geologic processes that shape natural landscapes. The national monument, on the 
Pajarito Plateau in north-central New Mexico, includes a national recreation trail and ranges from 
5,570 feet to 6,760 feet above sea level.

The cone-shaped tent rock formations are the products of volcanic eruptions that occurred 6 to 7 
million years ago and left pumice, ash, and tuff deposits over 1,000 feet thick. Tremendous 
explosions from the Jemez volcanic field spewed pyroclasts (rock fragments), while searing hot gases  
blasted down slopes in an incandescent avalanche called a “pyroclastic flow.” In close inspections of 
the arroyos, visitors will discover small, rounded, translucent obsidian (volcanic glass, known as 
"Apache Tears") fragments created by rapid cooling.”

Directions from Santa Fe: Take I-25S approximately 19 miles. Exit 264 Cochiti Pueblo onto NM-16 
N for 8 miles. Turn right off NM-16 onto NM-22 and follow the signs to Cochiti Pueblo and The 
National Monument.

Website: http://www.blm.gov/nm/st/en/prog/recreation/rio_puerco/kasha_katuwe_tent_rocks.html

Basic Information: The national monument includes a national recreational trail. It is for foot travel 
only, and contains two segments that provide opportunities for hiking, birdwatching, geologic 
observation and plant identification. Both segments of the trail begin at the designated monument 
parking area. The Cave Loop Trail is 1.2 miles long, rated as easy. The more difficult Canyon Trail is a 
1.5-mile, one-way trek into a narrow canyon with a steep (630-ft) climb to the mesa top for excellent 
views of the Sangre de Cristo, Jemez, Sandia mountains and the Rio Grande Valley. Both trails are 
maintained; however, during inclement weather the canyon may flash flood and lightning may strike 
the ridges. The Veterans Memorial Trail is a 1-mile long loop trail, rated as very easy and is wheel 
chair accessible.  The Veterans Memorial is located at the end of a 3 mile long gravel surfaced road 
overlooking picturesque Peralta Canyon and Jemez Mountain peaks. Picnic tables, shelters and 
toilets are available at both sights. (Photos below are of Tent Rocks and Slot Canyons at Tent Rocks.)
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North Central Wineries: “There are dozens of wineries in New Mexico and all of our wineries are 
family owned and operated. New Mexico has been a proud producer of grapes for well over 400 
years starting with mission grapes brought by a band of Spanish Colonists from New Spain (New 
Mexico). New Mexico is the oldest wine growing region in the United States!”

Visit http://nmwine.com/wineries/ or http://www.winecountrynm.com/index.html 

• Vino del Corazon - “Located in the center of Santa Fe's Historic shopping and Arts District, our 
comfortable and charming tasting room is the perfect way to relax with others or just escape with a 
glass of fine New Mexico Wine.” Address: Downtown Tasting Room in Santa Fe at 235 Don Gaspar 
Ave, Ste 6 , Santa Fe, NM 87501. ph: 505-216-9469. Website:  vinodelcorazon.com

• Santa Fe Vineyards - “Len Rosingana started Santa Fe Vineyards in 1982, and it is one of the 
oldest continuously operating wineries in New Mexico. Santa Fe Vineyards has partnered with Black 
Mesa Winery for their award winning wine making talent and Estrella Del Norte Vineyard for their 
stunning vineyard tasting room location and customer service.” Address: 106 N. Shining Sun, Santa 
Fe, NM 87506. ph: 505-753-8100. Website: http://www.estrelladelnortevineyard.com/scripts/
cpg.cfm/2

• Estrella Del Norte Vineyard* - “We invite you to visit our charming wine tasting room, which is 
accentuated with 200-year-old cottonwoods and a European style garden and orchard. We feature 
wines from the best Northern New Mexico vineyards, besides our own 2009 release. Located 17 
miles north of Santa Fe on Highway 503, we are the first stop on the Northern New Mexico Wine 
Tour. Voted The Best Winery in Santa Fe!” (*Note: This is Scott’s and Claire’s favorite winery! Good 
wines and wonderful owners and staff.) Address:106 N. Shining Sun, Santa Fe, NM 87506. ph: 
(505) 455-2826 Website: http://www.estrelladelnortevineyard.com

• Don Quixote Distillery and Winery - “Don Quixote was established in 2005 as New Mexico’s first 
and only fully licensed and bonded distillery specializing in premium grape, fruit, and grain based 
spirits made from New Mexico agricultural products. In addition to manufacturing distilled spirits, the 
fully licensed and bonded Don Quixote Winery was also established in 2005.” Address of Santa Fe 
Tasting Room: 18057 US Highway 84/285, Pojoaque, Santa Fe, NM 87506. ph: 505-695-0817.  
Website: http://dqdistillery.com/.

• Black Mesa Winery - “Black Mesa Winery in Velarde, half way between Taos and Sante Fe, 
produces Pinot Grigio, Syrah, Montepulciano,and Riesling grapes. The Velarde Valley produces 
Riesling, Merlot, Chardonnay, Cabernet Franc, and Syrah with more acres and varietals being 
planted every year.” Address:1502 Highway 68, Velarde, NM 87582. ph:505-852-2820. Website: 
http://www.blackmesawinery.com/Home

• Vivac Winery - “Focused on complex reds, the professionals at Vivác Winery have a commitment 
to excellence. Using only French oak barriques and state of the art stainless steel tanks, brothers 
Jesse and Chris Padberg lovingly create their wines. Fresh and young, edgy and sophisticated, 
Vivác offers you something out of the ordinary!” Address: 2075 State Highway 68, Embudo NM, 
87531. ph: (505)-579-4441. Website: http://vivacwinery.com.

•

! Wineries and Spas! 18

http://nmwine.com/wineries/
http://nmwine.com/wineries/
http://www.winecountrynm.com/index.html
http://www.winecountrynm.com/index.html
http://vinodelcorazon.com/
http://vinodelcorazon.com/
http://www.estrelladelnortevineyard.com/scripts/cpg.cfm/2
http://www.estrelladelnortevineyard.com/scripts/cpg.cfm/2
http://www.estrelladelnortevineyard.com/scripts/cpg.cfm/2
http://www.estrelladelnortevineyard.com/scripts/cpg.cfm/2
http://www.estrelladelnortevineyard.com
http://www.estrelladelnortevineyard.com
http://dqdistillery.com
http://dqdistillery.com
http://www.blackmesawinery.com/Home
http://www.blackmesawinery.com/Home
http://vivacwinery.com
http://vivacwinery.com


• La Chiripada Winery - “Family owned and operated, La Chiripada Winery has grown grapes and 
produced award-winning wines since 1981. Visitors are welcome at the tasting room in the winery in 
Dixon or at the Taos Plaza store. Sample award-winning wines and browse the family-produced art 
and pottery in the gift shop.” Address of Vineyard Tour & Tasting Room: HY 75 Dixon, NM 87527. 
ph: 505-579-4437. Website: http://lachiripada.com

Map of North Central Wineries:

42. Vino Del Corazon
43. Santa Fe Vineyards
44. Estrella del Norte Vineyards
45. Don Quixote Winery and Distillery
46. Black Mesa Winery
47. Vivac Winery
48. La Chiripada Winery 

Note: Please be safe and responsible when visiting the wineries. New Mexico DUI laws are strictly 
enforced and Checkpoints are common. If you want to visit several wineries in one day, we highly 
recommend having a designated driver, or use one of the following tour operators:

http://www.newmexicowinetour.com/index.html

http://www.enchantedjourneysdesantafe.com/?page_id=29

http://www.thesantafetraveler.com/Guided-Tours.html
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Ojo Caliente Mineral Springs Resort and Spa - Steeped in myth and legend, these ancient springs 
have been a gathering place and source of healing for thousands of years. Although Ojo has been a 
gathering place for diverse groups for thousands of years, it was opened as a resort in 1868 and has 
since then become one of the top healing destinations in the country. Ojo’s signature spa treatments 
offer relaxing and restorative complements to the mineral waters–far beyond traditional therapies 
featuring some of the country’s freshest and unique spa offerings, which include indigenous herbs, 
handcrafted by a master herbalist and Native influenced treatments. Ojo’s personal, holistic approach 
to healing and wellness is evident in its highly trained spa therapists—each one of them can deliver 
any of the spa menu’s options as they are all highly proficient in a variety of techniques for complete 
restoration of mind, body and spirit. Address: 50 Los Banos Drive, Highway 414 | Ojo Caliente, NM 
87549. ph: 800-222-9162 or 505-583-2233.

Directions from Santa Fe: Take US-84/285 North approximately 16.7 to Road 414. Turn left onto 
414 which is the entrance to the Springs. Ojo Caliente is approximately one quarter of a mile west at 
the end of the road.

Website: http://www.ojospa.com/index.php
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Ten Thousand Waves Spa: “Ten Thousand Waves is inspired by the great Japanese mountain hot 
spring resorts. Ten minutes from downtown Santa Fe, but only minutes from the National Forest, 
there is nothing quite like this on the North American continent. Among piñons and junipers are 
beautiful outdoor hot tubs and spa suites, world-class bodywork & skin care, and the amazing 
izanami restaurant. Ten Thousand Waves is dedicated to providing a Japanese sense of serenity and 
relaxation. Everything we do from the gardens to the woodwork, from the therapies to the therapists 
has been constantly and thoughtfully refined over the last 31 years. We pride ourselves on being 
"real". We offer a unique 'Japanese-adobe' esthetic, combining the traditional with state-of-the-art 
technology.”

Directions from The Plaza: North on Washington Ave. past Paseo de Peralta. Continue north on 
Washington one block to the next stoplight. Turn right on Artist Road and follow uphill until it becomes 
Hyde Park Road. After 3.5 miles, you will see the spa on your left. 

Website: http://www.tenthousandwaves.com
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Food Tour New Mexico: “We provide walking food tours and classes in the heart of historic 
downtown Santa Fe and Albuquerque that will provide a peek into our culture and hidden delectable 
gems! Prepare to sample New Mexico with an amazing day of demonstrations, first hand tales and of 
course great food samples from some of the specialty shops and restaurants that make our cities so 
delectably unique!” 

Food Tour New Mexico offers the following tours in Santa Fe: 
• Micro Brewery Beer Tour - Tap Into Santa Fe by visiting 4 Micro Breweries
• Sample Santa Fe - Enjoy demonstrations, first hand tales and great food samples from some of the 

specialty shops and restaurants in Santa Fe
• A Taste of Santa Fe - A Taste of Santa Fe is a walking progressive lunch tour through the heart of 

historic downtown Santa Fe, and gives you the opportunity to experience some of the finest dining 
establishments

• Tequilas Finest - A tequila class in the heart of historic downtown Santa Fe where you enjoy top 
shelf samples, education, and a new perception from Thunderbird and Food Tour New Mexico!

• Culinary Cocktail Demonstration and Sampling - Hosted by Quinn Stephenson, Partner, Beverage 
Director, Sommelier and Master Mixologist of Coyote Café and Geronimo, he creates modern 
cocktails that give clients the inspiration and the technique to create attractive, delicious, and 
stunningly innovative drinks. Culinary Cocktail Class is full of fun and education!

Website: http://foodtournewmexico.com

    
   Micro Brewery Tour   Albuquerque Nob Hill Tour                    Tequilas Finest

   
    Old Town Albuquerque Tour     A Taste of Santa Fe             Culinary Cocktail Sampling

! Tours and Classes ! 22

http://foodtournewmexico.com
http://foodtournewmexico.com


Santa Fe School of Cooking: An internationally acclaimed, recreational culinary school and market 
specializing in foods of the southwest. They offer an array of Southwest Cooking Classes nearly 
every day year round. Master the flavors of the real Southwest with a cooking class reflecting the 
unique cultural mix of Santa Fe. Classes are offered several times a week and include menus of 
traditional New Mexican, Native American, Mexican, Spanish, vegetarian and contemporary 
Southwestern cuisine. 

Classes offered at Santa Fe School of Cooking:

• Demonstration Classes (Examples:Mole and More, Contemporary Southwest, Cooking Inspired by 
Georgia O’Keeffe)

• Hands On Classes (Examples: Rellenos, Chile Workshops, Salas, Burritos, Tacos)
• 3 Day “Culinary Boot Camp” Class
• Specialty Classes (Examples: Native Harvest Feast, Tasting New Mexico and Traditional New 

Mexico Christmas)

Website: http://santafeschoolofcooking.com
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Santa Fe School of Cooking Restaurant Walking Tours: “Only in Santa Fe for a few days and 
can't decide which of the world famous restaurants to choose for dining? Let us help you try as many 
restaurants as possible while you are here! Lace up your most comfortable walking shoes and arrive 
hungry for the only tour of its kind in New Mexico. We'll start at the internationally recognized Santa 
Fe School of Cooking for a meet and greet with our chef/guide and fellow adventurers, including a 
delicious sampling from our repertoire. Then its out for a guided tour of four of Santa Fe's most 
prestigious dining destinations. Each stop will include a private tasting and audiences with the chefs, 
owners and other key players that make this city one of America's Top Culinary Capitals!”

Tour Information: Tours run 2PM to 5PM and cost approximately $115 plus tax, per person. 
Restaurants include: 315 Restaurant and Wine Bar, La Boca/Taberna, Il Piatti, Restaurant Martin, 
Casa de Chimayo, The Rosewood Inn of the Anasazi, L'Olivier, and Dinner for Two.

Website: http://santafeschoolofcooking.com/Restaurant_Tours/index.html

                                      
   Lamb Mole at The Rosewood Inn of the Anasazi         Posole at Casa de Chimayo

                                           
     Chef James Campbell Caruso, La Boca                 Chef Martin Rios, Restaurant Martin
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Great Southwest Adventures: “We take you our in our vans and let you experience  the people and 
landscapes of New Mexico. We know many of the best artists, best dealers of things like fine Indian 
pottery and we'll introduce you to real people who have wonderful stories to share.We offer genuine 
experiences, where you walk and ride and enjoy and learn as you go. We appreciate our natural 
world and talk about the land and its issues. We provide our clients with a rich experience of the 
genuine qualities of landscape and cultures of New Mexico and the Great Southwest.
We offer custom day-tours, hiking, photography tours,  and company events such as team building 
scavenger hunts. Ask about multi-day trips. No group is too small or too large.”

Tours Offered (but not limited to:) Bandelier National Monument, Tent Rocks National Monument, 
Chaco Canyon, Abiquiu and the Georgia O'Keeffe Country, Taos, Chimayo.

Website: http://www.swadventures.com/home.html

        
                               Taos Pueblo           Tent Rocks

                
         Cliff Dwellings at Bandelier    Red Rocks at Ghost Ranch
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