Top 10 Favorite Santa Fe Attractions
We have put together a list of some of our favorite attractions in Santa Fe. However, a good
way to “introduce” yourself to historic Santa Fe is to take the “City Different Tour” from The
Sage Inn.
“Santa Fe Sage Inn "City Different" Walking Tour provides a historical and cultural
orientation to the wonders of Santa Fe. The hour and half tour of Santa Fe starts in the
lobby of the Santa Fe Sage Inn. A short ride on the "Sage Coach" to the New Mexico State
Capitol is where the tour begins. The tour will continue down Old Santa Fe Trail, traveling
through the historic Barrio de Analco viewing the San Miguel Mission and the Loretto
Chapel before arriving at the Santa Fe Plaza. You will explore historic sites including the La
Fonda Hotel, the St. Francis Cathedral Basilica, and 109 E. Palace. On the plaza you will
learn about the Palace of the Governors, the New Mexico Museum of Art and the distinctive
architecture that makes Santa Fe so unique. The role of Santa Fe's three cultures Native
American, Hispanic, Anglo in the development of what is now the "City Different" will be
highlighted. Don't miss this opportunity to learn about the history of the nation's oldest
capital.”
You can also watch a video about the tour at http://santafesageinn.com/
Santa_Fe_Attractions/index.html
Tours are available every Thursday, Friday, Saturday at 10:00 AM at The Sage Inn.
(Meet in Lobby at 9:45am) The tour lasts approximately 1 ½ hours. Cost: $12.00

If you want to explore Santa Fe on your own, here are some suggestions:
1. The Santa Fe Plaza: (“A” is the Sage Inn Shuttle drop off at Lincoln Ave. and
Palace Ave. directly across from The Plaza.)
The Santa Fe Plaza is a National Historic Landmark in downtown Santa Fe, New
Mexico. It mirrors traditional Spanish-American colonial cities. The plaza, or "citysquare", was originally, and is still to this day, the center gathering place in town. It is
abundant with shopping, museums, southwestern dining and great people watching!

2. Palace of The Governors (“B” on the map) - Originally constructed in the early
17th century as Spain's seat of government for what is today the American Southwest,
the Palace of the Governors chronicles the history of Santa Fe, as well as New Mexico
and the region. This adobe structure, now the state's history museum, was designated a
Registered National Historic Landmark in 1960 and an American Treasure in 1999. http://
www.palaceofthegovernors.org/index.php

3. La Fonda Santa Fe (“C” on the map) - Historical records suggest that La Fonda
on the Plaza sits on the oldest hotel corner in America. When Santa Fe was founded by
the Spaniards in 1607, records show an inn — or fonda — was among the first
businesses established at this location. By the time Captain William Becknell’s party
forged their maiden commercial route across the plains from Missouri to Santa Fe in
1821, they happily found a comfortable inn on the Plaza awaiting them. Thus, the Santa
Fe Trail was born, as well as La Fonda’s reputation for hospitality. La Fonda on the Plaza
is a national treasure that has only improved with time. The Ballen family still owns La
Fonda and honors the hotel’s rich legacy, continuing the tradition of gracious hospitality
amid extraordinary surroundings. lafondasantafe
http://www.lafondasantafe.com/about-la-fonda/

4. Loretto Chapel (“D” on the map) - At the end of the Old Santa Fe Trail stands the
Loretto Chapel. Inside the Gothic structure is the staircase referred to as miraculous,
inexplicable, marvelous and is sometimes called St. Joseph’s Staircase. The stairway
confounds architects, engineers and master craftsmen. It makes over two complete 360degree turns, stands 20’ tall and has no center support. It rests solely on its base and
against the choir loft. The risers of the 33 steps are all of the same height. Made of an
apparently extinct wood species, it was constructed with only square wooden pegs
without glue or nails. http://www.lorettochapel.com/staircase.html

5. Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis Assisi (“E” on the map) -The crowning
achievement of Archbishop Lamy's church construction in New Mexico, the Saint
Francis Cathedral was built between 1869 and 1886 and designed in the French
Romanesque Revival style. Although its design contrasts the surrounding adobe
buildings, the cathedral remains one of Santa Fe's most celebrated landmarks. Built on
the site of a church that was destroyed during the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 and replacing a
later adobe church called La Parroquia, the Saint Francis Cathedral was created with
stone from local quarries. Portions of La Parroquia remain in the form of the Chapel of
Our Lady of the Rosary, which houses a wooden statue of the Virgin known as Our Lady
of Peace. http://www.cbsfa.org/

6. Georgia O’Keefe Museum (“F” on the map) – One of the most significant
artists of the 20th century, Georgia O’Keeffe (1887-1986) was devoted to creating
imagery that expressed what she called “the wideness and wonder of the world as I live
in it.” The Museum’s collection of over 3,000 works comprises 1,149 O’Keeffe paintings,
drawings, and sculptures that date from 1901 to 1984, the year failing eyesight forced
O’Keeffe into retirement. The Georgia O'Keeffe Museum is the largest single repository
of O'Keeffe's work in the world. Throughout the year, visitors can see a changing
selection of these works. In addition, the Museum presents special exhibitions that are
either devoted entirely to O’Keeffe’s work or combine examples of her art with works by
her American modernist contemporaries. http://www.okeeffemuseum.org/

7. Museum Hill (It is a short drive from the hotel.) “Museum Hill offers a central
destination for exploring some of the city's finest museums and some of the world's
greatest collections of Native American art and artifacts. The Museum of Indian Arts &
Culture, the Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian, the Museum of Spanish
Colonial Art, and the Museum of International Folk Art are the major institutions located
on Santa Fe's Museum Hill. No matter whether you choose to explore one or all of the
exciting attractions on Museum Hill, enjoy shopping for souvenirs and educational gifts at
the Colleen Cloney Duncan Museum Shop and the Museum Hill Café for refreshments.”
(ADMISSION RATES: Adult single-museum admission is $9 for nonresidents; OR visit
two museums of your choice (Museum of Indian Arts & Culture, Museum of
International Folk Art, New Mexico Museum of Art, Palace of the Governor's/New Mexico
History Museum )$15.00 for nonresidents, OR $20.00 for a four day pass to five
museums (includes all listed above) for nonresidents.)
Here is a brief description of each museum:
(B) Museum of Indian Arts and Culture - A museum dedicated to the collection,
preservation, public education, interpretation and exhibition of the arts, cultures,
and histories of the American Southwest. http://www.indianartsandculture.org/
(C) Museum of Spanish Colonial Art - The only museum in the country dedicated to
exhibiting and interpreting the art of the Spanish colonial period including Hispanic
New Mexico. http://spanishcolonial.org/
(D) Museum of International Folk Art – This is one of many cultural institutions
operated by the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs .The museum was
opened to the public in 1953 and has gained national recognition as the home to the
world’s largest collection of international folk art. http://www.internationalfolkart.org/
(E) Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian – This museum offers unique
exhibitions of contemporary and historic Native American art. They are famous for
our focus on little-known genres and for solo shows by living Native American
artists. (Free admission) http://wheelwright.org/
(“A” is The Sage Inn on the map)

8. Canyon Road - “Canyon Road is a magical half-mile in the Historic District of Santa
Fe, nestled into the foothills of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. While gracious adobe
architecture gives Canyon Road its Old World charm, diversity is its claim to fame.
Whether you prefer Contemporary, Traditional, or Native American fine art, it’s all here,
including paintings, indoor and outdoor sculptures, glass, jewelry, clothing, accessories,
home furnishings, gifts, antiques, rugs, folk art and crafts. The array of specialty shops,
boutiques, and galleries is vast. Stroll this picturesque trail to experience fine art, great
shopping, and exquisite dining. There are over 100 galleries, artist studios, jewelers,
boutiques & restaurants. Most businesses are open daily 10 am – 5 pm.” http://
visitcanyonroad.com/index.html
NOTE: Canyon Road is a short drive from the hotel, but parking can be difficult. We
recommend taking “The Santa Fe Pick Up” free shuttle. You can take a quick 10 minute
walk from the Sage Inn Hotel (A) to The Santa Fe Depot (B) where The Santa Fe Pick
Up departs. It will take you up to the start of Canyon Road (C.) You can spend hours just
walking Canyon Road. To return to The Plaza, walk to the end of Canyon Road (D)
where you can take “The Santa Fe Pick UP Shuttle” back to St. Francis Cathedral (E.) To
return to the hotel, pick up The Sage Inn Shuttle at Lincoln Ave. and Palace Ave.(F.)

Here is the shuttle map for The Santa Fe Pick Up:

http://www.santafenm.gov/santa_fe_pickup_shuttle

9. Drive to Santa Fe Ski Basin and Hyde Memorial State Park – This requires
a car and 1 to 2 hours, but if the Aspens are still “gold,” it is breathtaking and very much
worth it. We recommend taking snacks or a picnic lunch, and a jacket or sweater (it is
much cooler in the mountains.) Find a picnic table to enjoy the beautiful scenery. “Hyde
Park is New Mexico’s first State Park and is set in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains
amongst a forest of pines along the Little Tesuque Creek. The park is a short drive from
Santa Fe and offers excellent group facilities, campsites, and trails.”
“A” is The Sage Inn, “B” is Santa Fe Ski Basin and “C” is Hyde Memorial State Park.

10. The Santa Fe Farmer’s Market (Saturdays 8 AM – 1 PM)
“The market that began with a handful of farmers in the late 1960s is now New Mexico’s
largest farmers’ market and one of the most widely recognized markets in the United
States. The Santa Fe Farmers Market represents over 150 active vendors and features
hundreds of different agricultural products.” http://www.santafefarmersmarket.com/
(Note: We will be hosting a visit to The Santa Fe Farmer’s Market on Saturday
morning from 8 am to 9:30 am for those participants who are interested.)
(“A” is The Sage Inn, “B” is The Farmer’s Market)

Bonus Attraction!
11. Chapel of San Miguel, The De Vargas Street House (the oldest house
in Santa Fe,) and Sena Plaza
Sena Plaza (C) - Just north of the Santa Fe Plaza, Sena Plaza on East Palace Avenue
is one of the most beautiful and secluded historic sites in Santa Fe. Once the central
court of a large hacienda of 33 rooms, the plaza area has been transformed into an
intimate and contemplative garden. Sena Plaza, as it exists today, was probably first
built in the 1860's. The land has been owned by the Sena family since the conquest.
When the territorial capitol burned in 1892, the ballroom in the Sena Hacienda housed
the legislative assembly.
The Chapel of San Miguel (D) is the oldest church in Santa Fe. At Old Santa Fe
Trail and De Vargas streets, about two blocks from the state capitol, San Miguel was
originally built in 1626, although nothing of that building remains. The Pueblo Revolt
began, it is said, with the burning of San Miguel. The chapel's sculpture of San Miguel,
the church's patron, was carved in Mexico in 1709. In 1710, the chapel was completely
rebuilt. Later, in 1859, Archbishop Lamy and the Christian Brothers of Santa Fe bought
the chapel, and it became a part of Saint Michael's College. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
San_Miguel_Mission
The De Vargas Street House (E) is the oldest house ion Santa Fe. It rests on part of
the foundation of an ancient Indian Pueblo dating from around 1200 AD. This pueblo
was once inhabited by a tribe from the Tano speaking tribes of the northern part of the
territory. Sometime around 1435 AD, this tribe abandoned their village, moving on to
other sites farther south in search of water, better fields or hunting grounds. In 1598,
Don Juan de Onate led a party of Spanish settlers into the area in search of a suitable
place to establish a permanent settlement. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
De_Vargas_Street_House
(“A” is The Sage Inn, “B” is the Sage Inn Shuttle drop off at Lincoln Ave. and
Palace Ave.)

